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1 M HISTORY PROFESSOR EARNS NEH FELLOWSHIP
MISSOULA -
A University of Montana history professor has received a prestigious National 
Endowment tor the Humanities fellowship to continue researching and writing about Italian 
history.
Richard Drake w ill use a yearlong NEH Fellowship for College Teachers and 
Indqicndcnt Scholars during the 1999-2000 academic year to finish a book on Italian radicalism 
in the 1960s. He w ill divide the year between Rome and Missoula.
W idely recognized for his knowledge of Italian history, Drake has written three other 
books “The Aldo Moro Murder Case,” “The Revolutionary' Mystique and Terrorism in 
C ontemporary Italy and “Byzantium for Rome: The Politics of Nostalgia in Umbertian Italy 
1878-1900.*’ His expertise drew national attention when he served as chief historical consultant 
for two television documentaries -  “Lucrezia Borgia” and “Ancient Mysteries: The Borgia 
Family" -  which were broadcast in 1997 on the cable network’s History Channel.
A UM professor since 1982. Drake also teaches courses on 19th- and 20th-century 
European intellectual history, contemporary Europe. Italian history from the Middle Ages to the 
present, terrorism, historiography and modem Western civilization. He was named UM’s 
Distinguished Scholar in 1996 and Most Inspirational Teacher by graduating seniors in 1991. In
-more-
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1989, he received the Burlington Northern Award for Teaching and the Howard R Marraro Prize
for the Best Publication in Italian History from the Society for Italian Historical Studies.
For the past 12 years Drake has organized UM’s popular President’s Lecture Senes,
uhich draws world-class speakers to campus to talk about diverse topics. Intended for a town-
and-gown audience, the lectures feature scholars, scientists and musicians who arc leaders in
their fields Although Drake will be on research leave dunng his NEH fellowship, he will
organize the 1999-2000 lecture senes as well.
This marks the fourth time Drake has received a fellowship for study in Italy. He was an
Aldo Moro Fellow for Summer Study in Italy in 1972, a Fulbright Fellow in Rome during 1972-
73 and an American Counsel of Learned Societies Fellow in 1983.
Drake holds a bachelor’s degree from St. Michael’s College, a master’s from Brown
University and a doctorate from the University of California, Los Angeles. Before joining the
UM faculty, he lectured in the history departments of Pnnccton University, Newr York
University, Wellesley College, UCLA and the University of California, Irvine.
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